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triangular patch to the west including British Columbia, southern 
Yukon and southern Alaska as the western or mountain fauna, and 
cutting, through three of the trans-continental zones, the Transition, 
Canadian and Hudsonian with fragments of the arctic on the higher 
elevations to the north. 

The mountain district is characterized by an abundant rainfall, 
a high average humidity and a greatly diversified and rugged topo­
graphy, forming a succession of mountain ranges with deep valleys 
between, paralleling the coast, facilitating intercommunication in 
this direction but obstructing it from east to west. These topographical 
conditions continue to the south well into Mexico and enforce migration 
routes and conditions and associations more or less isolated. 
The marked humidity of the climate, especially near the coast, also 
causes or encourages special physiological changes in numerous 
organisms tending as a rule to produce larger size and browner-or richer 
colouration. These differences in physical conditions and the isolation 
formed by the barrier mountains have produced a great number of 
forms peculiar to the trans-mountain district. In fact, comparatively 
few species, either of birds or animals, extend across the mountains 
from the east unmodified, and the native population can be divided 
into three heads: subspecific variations of eastern forms, species 
confined to the area and forms of evident mountain origin but spreading 
from them a certain distance eastward. Typical amongst the first 
may be mentioned the moose and woodland caribou, the Oregon 
subspecies of the ruffed grouse, Harris' Rocky-mountain and 
Gairdner's woodpeckers, northwest flicker, dusky and streaked 
horned larks, many forms of the warblers and sparrows and others. 

Of full species confined to this fauna are: Douglas squirrel, 
black-tailed deer, pika, yellow-bellied marmot, bushy-tailed wood 
rat, little striped skunk or spilogale, blue and Franklin's grouse, 
band-tailed pigeon, red-breasted and Williamson's sapsucker, 
Steller's jay, black and Vaux swift, black-chinned and rufous hum­
mingbirds, Clark's nutcracker, northwestern crow, dipper, chest­
nut-backed chickadee, varied thrush and others. Of forms typical 
of the mountains but spreading a little way east are: hoary marmot, 
mule deer, grizzly bear, red-naped sapsucker, Lewis's woodpecker, 
red-shafted flicker, Hammond's and Wright's flycatcher, black 
headed grosbeak and many more. 

The Eastern fauna is comparatively homogeneous across the 
continent in a diagonal direction from the Atlantic coast to Alaska, 
with but slight variation in physical aspect, except in the prairie 
region of the central west. I t is a country of low, even topography 
with good rainfall and covered with a uniform forest of little variety 
except such as is due to latitude and zonal distribution, but into it 
project the upper limits of the Great Plains characterized by great 
dryness, near-desert conditions and almost an entire absence of trees. 
This penetrates the moist continental fauna as a semicircular extension 
of the Transition zone, its chord on the international boundary 
extending from the eastern Manitoban line to the mountains and 
north to Edmonton and Prince Albert. 


